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From the President 

 

HERE we are settled back in our club house. The 

changes that have been made so far are working 

well and we are monitoring them so we can make 

adjustments if needed. 

Again we had a successful congress on Sunday 

the 12
th 

of February. Alan Norman and his 

volunteer assistants did a terrific job to help the day 

go very smoothly. I thank everyone that donated 

food, time or money to make the day a success. All 

the visitors praised us on the day and loved the 

food. The Bridge results were also good. Team 

Richard and Helen McLauchlan with Andrew Slater 

and Richard Touton finished fourth in the A grade 

section. Ross Shardlow with Natalie Bloch and Val 

Cran with Gordon Broadley finished first in B 

grade section and fifth overall. Congratulations to 

both teams. 

The AGM is behind us too and the yearly results 

were accepted and show that your club is in a good 

position to go forward. You elected a new 

committee and I look forward to leading our club 

for another year with help from all the committee 

members. Tony Agar resigned from the Secretary 

position after 11 years and I thank Tony for his 

commitment and time given to our club which has 

resulted in the club’s good position. Terry 

Nowitzki, Glenys Bobbermien, Bev O’Hara and Jill 

Warnecke also resigned and I thank them for their 

time and support on the committee. We welcome 

Vad Furminger, Dawn Benes, Olivia Jackson and 

Liane Morris as new committee members. 

Tony Agar, Val Cran and Lorraine Steele are 

welcomed as new life members of the club 

The responses from members about the access 

path to the clubhouse are noted and I will contact 

the Council to see what can be done. In the 

meantime I will make the pathway more visible with 

yellow lines. 

I wish everyone happy Bridging and see you 

around at the clubhouse. 

Robert van Beest  (President) 

Masterpoint movements 
NEW rankings for Arana home club members for 

the period to 31st January 2017 

Club Master  Owen Marks 

    Marianne McPherson 

Local Master  Margaret Marshall 

    John Murphy 

Regional Master  Heather Salzgeber 

Robert Matthew (MP Sec) 

Arrival for Play 
IDEALLY, all players should be in the clubhouse 

and seated 15 minutes before the scheduled start of 

play. This is important as it allows the Director 

time to set up the movement, and time for 

Bridgemate to be set up so play can commence on 

time. 

If you know that you may be late, a phone call 

can allow organisation to start moving. Players 

arriving after the scheduled start can otherwise 

cause difficulties.  
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Ever Needed Help? 
TERRY Nowitski has drawn my attention to an 

organisation called “Brisbane Seniors OnLine 

Association Inc” or BSOL. It provides assistance 

to those over 50 years of age who want to learn 

how to use email, a computer, or a smartphone. 

They will help you set up a new computer and will 

in most instances, provide this help in your home. 

Life in Bangkok 
(Olivia Jackson) 

Part one 

MY bridge addiction started in February 2015 

when I saw an advert in my local newspaper for 

bridge classes. During the lessons I had a sense of 

déjà vu as both my parents were very competitive 

bridge players. Ever since I was a young child, 

there were always bridge games at home and at the 

Royal Bangkok Sports Club. There were also long 

heated discussions about the game that lasted for 

hours. As a result of this, my parents decided that 

they would not partner each other anymore and 

their hobbies took separate paths. 

My father decided to play golf and my mother 

stayed with her bridge.   

My father, with dedication and enthusiasm for 

the sport earned himself a handicap of one. He was 

urged by the members of his club, the Royal 

Bangkok Sports Club, to turn pro. He declined, 

citing that it would take the fun out of the game and 

he would miss the token “income” that he won from 

defeating his friends.  

I remembered my Dad telling me that he learnt 

to play bridge whilst in the Chinese Air Force. How 

he started was in 1931, when the Chinese 

Government sent an envoy to the US. to  confer 

with the local Chinese leaders to source out 

‘mechanical’ students or better still, youths with 

flying training to go back to China to assist in the 

modernisation of Arms. My father having done an 

aviation course and subsequently earning a Private 

Pilot’s Licence in the US, was a desired candidate. 

With the racial prejudice he had experienced in the 

US in those days, he decided to return to China to 

join the Air Force. 

When the Sino Japanese war erupted in August 

1937, he was the first pilot to take off in his fighter 

plane and shot down several Japanese bombers. He 

had shot down nine of these planes over a period of 

time and everyone hailed him a hero and an Ace. He 

retired as Colonel Huang Pun Young (John P.Y. 

Huang) and received 10 decorations and medals, the 

last one being the OBE from the British Empire. 

After he left the Air Force, he moved to Hong 

Kong and opened an import/export office there. He 

then went, with a friend, to Bangkok, Thailand for a 

holiday where he met the man who became my 

grandfather. He engaged him to be his assistant in 

his newly founded textile company, and later 

decided to move to Bangkok permanently as he had 

married the assistant’s daughter, my mother, who 

was at that time the tender age of nineteen. 

After the bridge partnership split up, my mother 

went on to play for the Thai National Team and 

travelled extensively around Asia for international 

congresses. She also dedicated every day of the 

week to bridge and the only time my sisters and I 

ever saw her was after school at the Club. We did 

not mind as the Club had many facilities, such as 

swimming pools, restaurants, tennis and badminton 

courts and of course a huge bridge room. I used to 

come and sit beside her during the games but had 

no clue what was going on, even though I was 

curious about it. I was also mesmerised with the 

“heated” discussions partners had after each hand... 

it was water off a duck’s back for me but now I can 

see the logic in the exercise. 

As a child I had a fascination for food, its 

preparation and the outcome of each dish. I used to 

sneak into the kitchen early in the morning after the 

cook had been to the market. She taught me how to 

dice up pork fat to make lard, how to trim the meat 

and cut up vegetables. I would watch her stoke up 

the fire in the clay pots as we did not have gas or 

any electrical equipment for cooking, just firewood, 

newspaper and charcoal to start the fire. I would 

help her fan it until the charcoal turned red and 

burning and of course, the kitchen will be filled with 

smoke. Luckily fire alarms were not invented then, 

or the fire brigade would be at our house every day. 

The trimmings from the meats and vegetable 

cuttings would go into a pot of water to make soup 

stock. It was traditional to have a bowl of soup with 

every meal, breakfast, lunch and dinner. She also 

taught me how to wash rice and gauge the amount 

of water to cook it.  I still apply this method today.  

It was with this passion and love for food that I 

urged my cousins to join me in opening a Thai 

Restaurant in Fortitude Valley in 1986.  One cousin 

was a professor at a University in Melbourne and 

the other was an Audiologist who was living in New 

Zealand at the time. It was the first Thai restaurant 

in Brisbane.   It was our first experience in the 

hospitality industry and after a short time, my 

cousins decided it was not for them and returned to 

their respective professions.    
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In 1988 my husband and I opened a second one in 

Spring Hill, called the Oriental Bangkok Thai 

Restaurant.  We designed and built the interior from 

scratch with material imported from Thailand to 

give it an authentic Thai look.  During the period 

that we operated this restaurant, we met many 

interesting people from all walks of life, some of 

them extremely wonderful and they have remained 

friends till today. 

One evening we had a booking for John Laws, King 

of the Morning Talk Back Show on Radio 2SM.   

When he finally arrived, we could see that he 

seemed harassed as his face was red.   Apparently 

he and his friends were locked up in the hotel lift for 

some time.  My husband Keith greeted him at the 

door and did his charming “welcome” bit and went 

on to inform Mr Laws that his Wild Turkey was on 

its way to his table.  His face lit up and the ice was 

broken. We used to listen to his talk back show in 

the morning on our way to work and he was very 

clear about his favourite drink – the Wild Turkey. 

Another memorable person we served was a 

charming young man who used to come in for 

takeaways.  He would do his work and minded his 

own business while waiting for his order. We also 

noticed that he would arrive on a motor bike (not a 

Harley Davidson!) 

One evening a booking was made for 10 people.  

When the group arrived they told us the name of the 

booking.  We offered to take them to their table but 

they opted to wait for the host at the entrance.  Our 

charming young man arrived on his motor bike, 

parked it at the front of the restaurant as he usually 

did and made his way into the restaurant.  The men 

at the entrance stood to attention and a lot of 

introduction and handshaking was going on.  We 

were surprised to see our young man being greeted 

in such a manner.  We did not realise who he was 

until that night when we found out that he was 

young Lachlan Murdoch who had returned from the 

US to work in his father’s Courier Mail Office in 

Bowen Hills.   

We did not offer delivery service but I noticed that 

on many occasions, often after 9 p.m. we would get 

big telephone orders from a residence at the back of 

the restaurant.  My husband was very happy to 

deliver the meal to them, citing that it was just 

around the corner and it would not be safe for any 

one of us to go at that hour of the night.  It wasn’t 

until much later when a sparrow told us, that the 

“residence” at the back of our restaurant was a 

brothel.  No wonder he enjoyed his little trips there.  

Well, our delivery services ended soon after that 

episode.   Spring Hill in those days was very much 

a red light district, but we did not know that. 

Our third restaurant was in McDowall.  Keith was 

a charmer and his reputation followed him.  All our 

patrons related to him well.  He had the knack of 

remembering their names, what they drank and 

what meals they ordered.  One evening a very 

buxom blond lady came into the restaurant and 

leaned over the bar with her low cut dress and said 

to Keith   “I hear you are very good”.  Keith smiled 

and said “thank you, and so is my food”.  I am sure 

that made his day and couldn’t wipe the smile off 

his face all evening! 

After the lease expired, we moved to smaller 

premises in Everton Hills and just concentrated on 

takeaways. It was a very good move as our patrons 

followed us and remained with us for 10 years until 

I decided to hang up my apron in 2012 after 28 

years in the business. 

In my 28 year journey, I also dabbled in different 

forms of art and craft and especially enjoyed 

jewellery making.  I went to the weekend markets 

for 6 years with my jewellery until a health scare 

prompted me to give it up. 

Nowadays, between grandma duties such as baby 

sitting, knitting this and that, driving my son to 

work, arranging his activities such as swimming, 

bowling, dancing and other outdoor excursions, I 

have managed to find time for my bridge.  

My bridge life is still in its embryonic stage.  It has 

been wonderful to learn from so many skilled 

players at the Club and to have made so many 

friends.  My mother passed away in 2012 and I 

missed the opportunity to share this wonderful 

game with her. She was playing bridge until the age 

of 82 when she suffered a fatal accident at her home 

in Spain.   However, up until then, her bridge mind 

was brilliant, although unfortunately everything else 

was a blur.  With a huge sense of loss, I do hope 

that she is around me and watching over me when I 

have a game at the club.  Can’t hope for any more 

than that! 

          Olivia Jackson 

Director’s Corner 
MISTAKEN EXPLANATION  

MISINFORMATION 

WHEN a player realises that s/he has given 

incorrect information on a call [included alerting 

incorrectly or failure to alert], the player who has 

given the wrong information should call the director 

IMMEDIATELY. 
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The last call by the non-offending side may now be 

withdrawn should the Director be satisfied that this 

call was influenced by the misinformation. Should it 

be withdrawn, any subsequent call by the offending 

side may be changed also. 

Once an opening lead is faced however, play proceeds, 

and at the end of play there may be an ADJUSTED 

SCORE, should the director feel that this is warranted. 

MISTAKEN EXPLANATION 

The non-offending side has the right to a correct 

explanation of a call. A player hearing his partner 

give an incorrect explanation must call the 

director.  

But when ???? 

If the offending side becomes Declarer, then the 

person who is aware of the incorrect explanation must 

call the director BEFORE THE OPENING LEAD 

is faced, whether they are Declarer or Dummy. The 

Defender in the passed-out seat may then change his 

last call, and the auction is re-opened. 

DO NOT DO ANYTHING UNTIL THE AUCTION IS 

COMPLETED AS YOU ARE GIVING 

UNAUTHORISED INFORMATION TO YOUR 

PARTNER, 

However, if the offender becomes Defender, then the 

Director is called AFTER THE GAME IS 

COMPLETE, and an adjusted score may be required. 

Robyn Grills 

New Members 
THE following members have recently joined our 

club. A warm welcome to all. 

Leigh-Anne Moritz 

Pam Wheatley 

Jack Griffiths 

Di Griffiths 

Barbara Allison 

Ilene Bishop 

Kathleen Fahy 

Help With Play 
DECLARER PLAY – MAKING A PLAN 

AS Declarer, it is too easy to rush into the play and, 

after a couple of tricks, realise too late that you didn’t 

have a PLAN. 

When the Opening lead card is on the table – PAUSE 

– do NOT let the opponents rush you. 

You have a job to do – make a PLAN. 

1. Firstly does the lead give a clue to their attacking 

plan? 

2. How many tricks do you need? 

3. If the contract is No Trumps, how many sure 

winners do you have between you and dummy 

4. If the contract is Suit, how many losers do you 

have?  

The difference between what you have now and what 

you need presents a challenge. 

When playing in No Trumps there are 3 techniques for 

creating extra winners – Promotion, Length and 

Finesse. 

When playing in a Trump contract you have the 

advantage of 2 more techniques – Discarding and 

Ruffing. 

 Nearly all contracts must concede some tricks to the 

Opposition. Your Plan must ensure that, you can 

regain control if the Opposition win a trick. ie; when 

forfeiting a trick in order to promote winners in that 

suit, can your Opponents set (defeat) the contract by 

gaining control? Sometimes it is better to make a play 

like this earlier rather  than later while you still 

control all suits. 

DEFINITIONS OF SOME TERMS USED 

ABOVE 

PROMOTION: To forfeit a trick(s) in a suit in order 

to establish future tricks. 

LENGTH: Look for suits where your side holds the 

majority of cards (7 or more). 

FINESSE: A finesse is a technique for taking tricks 

with a particular card (usually an honour) when the 

Opponents still hold a higher card. You can “trap” the 

Opponents higher card because of the way you play 

that suit. 

TRUMPING: (Also called RUFFING) To play a 

trump when another suit is lead. This can only be done 

when the ‘trumper’ is unable to follow suit. 

DISCARDING: A player discards when he is unable 

to follow suit and fails to use a trump card. 

LOSERS: A loser is a card which will not take a trick 

when lead. Take the first 3 cards in a suit combination 

using yours and dummy’s and count the tricks that 

could lose to the Opponents. 

WINNERS: A winner is a sure trick that can be taken 

without letting the Opposition gain the lead. 

(To be continued…..)  

Jim Taylor 

Important dates 
 Saturday 4 March, Free Lessons begin at 10am 

 Tuesday 14 March morning, first of three GNOT 

sessions 

Editor:     Michael Walker  ph 3359 8907 

Email:      mandjwalker@tpg.com.au 

Contributions may be by email (preferred) or 

by placing a note in the ideas box at the 

clubhouse 
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